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The exhibition Sound and Silence. The Musician and
Musical Instrument Throughout the Centuries created
and presented in the Komitas Museum-Institute
is a unique way for visitors to discover one of the
most important branches of music through the
museological experience.

The section titles of the exhibition and the layout of
the musical artefacts gathered from various museums
in Armenia give a poetic dimension to the idea of
representing traditional instrumental music culture
with scholarly accuracy and comprehensiveness.
The publication of the exhibition catalogue is
aimed at highlighting the evolution of instrumental
music throughout the centuries on both horizontal
(distance) and vertical (time) levels, as well as making
it accessible to all. To that end, the articles included in
this catalogue sample from a group of modern-day
scholars from various disciplines and are devoted to
the multi-layered manifestations of the culture of
instruments. The subject and content of the articles
complement the documents and artefacts displayed
and invite the reader to partake in an original
dialogue. The reader gets a chance to become a
permanent yet distant visitor of the exhibition, speak
of cultural values, and then also think and discuss his
perceptions and feelings regarding the evidence and
ideas presented by the archaeologist, linguist, art
historian, architect, ethnographer, and musicologist.
The thematic logic of the articles is reminiscent of a
collective monograph and offers a slightly different
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